Elaine M. Howle State Auditor

December 19, 2019
2019-302

The Governor of California
President pro Tempore of the Senate
Speaker of the Assembly

State Capitol

Sacramento, California 95814

Dear Governor and Legislative Leaders:

The Judicial Council of California (Judicial Council) is the policymaking and administrative body

of the California courts, and this letter report summarizes our most recent review of the Judicial
Council’s contracting and procurement practices. As part of our statutorily required biennial review
of the Judicial Council’s compliance with the California Judicial Branch Contract Law (judicial
contract law), we identified no reportable concerns in several areas we examined, as we mention in
the Scope and Methodology in the Appendix. However, we identified the following two concerns:

+ The Judicial Council did not include all legally required information on the contracting activities
of the Judicial Branch of California (Judicial Branch) in its semiannual reports for fiscal
years 2017—18 and 2018—19. Specifically, the Judicial Council did not include in the semiannual
reports information regarding the Judicial Branch’s payments and the contract amendments
that the Judicial Branch made during the reporting periods. The Judicial Council did not include
the information for various reasons, including its own inconsistent entry of information and
limitations of the publicly available Financial Information System for California (FI$Cal) website,
which lacks up-to-date data. By not including this information, the Judicial Council failed to
comply with state law and did not provide the Legislature with complete information.

+ The Judicial Council did not always follow its policies when procuring goods and services.
Specifically, two supervisors—who each had Judicial Council authorization to approve procurements
with costs up to $500,000—approved five procurements for information technology (IT) goods or
services, legal services, or fees paid to a national organization, with costs ranging from $572,000
to $2.7 million. By approving procurements that they should not have, staft bypassed one of the
controls the Judicial Council put in place to reduce the risk of fraud and to ensure that it procures
goods and services at the best value for the State. This finding is similar to one we included in our
2017 report, Judicial Council of California: It Needs to Follow Competitive Bidding Processes More
Consistently and Establish Clear Guidance for Invoice Processing, Report 2017-302.

Background

The Judicial Council’s Role

The Judicial Branch is a separate, independent branch of California state government. The branch
includes several entities, such as the California Supreme Court (Supreme Court), the six Courts
of Appeal, the 58 Superior—or trial—Courts, and the Judicial Council. The Judicial Council is

the policymaking body for the state court system; it includes staff who provide various services,
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including budgeting, accounting, human resources, and IT. Additionally, the Judicial Council’s staft
can assist the courts in the procurement of goods and services. To improve the administration of
justice, the California Constitution requires the Judicial Council to perform certain actions, such as
making recommendations to the courts, the Governor, and the Legislature, and adopting rules for
court administration practice and procedure. For example, during the legislative session for 2017
and 2018, the Judicial Council sponsored 13 bills on topics including judgeships, court proceedings,
and infractions.

State Contracting and Procurement Requirements

The Public Contract Code (contract code) generally governs contracts entered into by public entities.
It establishes how public entities should solicit bids or proposals, evaluate those bids or proposals,
and award contracts. In enacting the contract code, the Legislature intended to achieve certain
objectives, such as ensuring that public entities comply with competitive bidding statutes; providing
all qualified bidders with a fair opportunity to enter the bidding process; and eliminating favoritism,
fraud, and corruption in the awarding of public contracts.

The State Administrative Manual (SAM) and the State Contracting Manual (SCM) furnish
additional procurement guidance from the Department of General Services (DGS) to public entities.
SAM is a reference resource for statewide management policy, while SCM provides policies,
procedures, and guidelines to promote sound business decisions and practices in securing necessary
services for the State while remaining in line with the contract code. For example, the contract code
allows DGS to determine when public entities may award a contract for services valued at less than
$20,000 without competition. SCM clarifies that state agencies are not required to competitively bid
contracts less than $10,000, though they should document evidence that pricing for these contracts
is fair and reasonable.

The California Judicial Branch Contract Law

In 2011 the State enacted the judicial contract law,
which requires Judicial Branch entities—as the Judicial Branch Entities
text box lists—to comply with the provisions of
the contract code that apply to state agencies and
departments for goods and services, subject to
certain exceptions. The judicial contract law also
requires the Judicial Council to adopt and publish
a contracting manual for all Judicial Branch entities Source: Judicial contract law.
(judicial contracting manual) that is consistent
with the contract code and substantially similar to
SAM and SCM, which it did in 2011.

The judicial contract law defines a Judicial Branch entity
as the Supreme Court, the Courts of Appeal, the Superior
Courts, the Judicial Council, and the Habeas Corpus
Resource Center.

Additionally, the judicial contract law requires each Judicial Branch entity to adopt a local contracting
manual (local manual) for procurement and contracting of goods and services. The judicial
contracting manual requires that the local manuals identify individuals with responsibility and
authority for specific procurement activities. The judicial contracting manual additionally identifies
items the local manuals may include, such as instructions on setting up and maintaining official
procurement files and signature authorizations.
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The judicial contract law also requires the Judicial Council to provide reports to the Legislature

and the California State Auditor (State Auditor) every six months that provide information related to
certain Judicial Branch contract procurement activities. In addition to other information, the reports
must include lists of the payments and contract amendments that the Judicial Branch made during

the reporting period. Finally, the judicial contract law requires the State Auditor, subject to legislative
appropriation, to conduct a biennial audit of the Judicial Council’'s compliance with the judicial contract
law and report its findings, as we do in this report.

AUDIT FINDINGS

The Judicial Council Did Not Include Required Information in Its Semiannual Reports for
Fiscal Years 2017-18 and 2018-19

The judicial contract law requires the Judicial
Council to provide a report to the Joint Legislative Judicial Council

Budget Committee and the State Auditor Semiannual Reporting Requirements
twice each year regarding certain Judicial Branch
procurement activities during the previous
six-month period. The judicial contract law
requires these reports to include the information « Alist of all contractors or vendors receiving payments
listed in the text box. In these semiannual reports, from any Judicial Branch entity, including a separate

the Judicial Council reports on the Judicial Branch listing for each distinct contract identifying the following:

Each semiannual report must contain the
following information:

entities in two groupings: Superior Courts— — The amount of payments to each contractor or vendor.
consisting of the 58 trial courts—and non-Superior — The type of service or good provided.
Courts—consisting of the Supreme Court, the ~ The Judicial Branch entity with which the contractor or
six Courts of Appeal, the Habeas Corpus Resource vendor contracted.

Center, and the Judicial Council. . 4
- Alist of all contract amendments made during the report

. . period identifying for each:
Contrary to the judicial contract law requirements,

the Judicial Council did not include some
payments its non-Superior Court entities made

— The contractor or vendor.

— The type of service or good provided.

in each of its fiscal year 2018—19 semiannual ~ The nature of the contract amendment.
reports. Specifically, we estimate that the Judicial ~ The duration of the contract amendment.
Council’s February 2019 report, which covered — The cost of the contract amendment.

July through December 2018, did not include
roughly 2,200 payments totaling $46 million
from December 2018. Furthermore, we estimate
that in its August 2019 report, which covered
January through June 2019, the Judicial Council did not include nearly 2,800 payments totaling
about $74 million from June 2019. The excluded transactions amount to about 20 percent of the
non-Superior Court entities’ payment activity for each period.

Source: Judicial contract law.
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The Judicial Council did not provide information regarding these payments at the time it published
its reports because the publicly available FI$Cal website does not provide up-to-date payment data.'
Although Judicial Council staff are able to input transactions and access current data, FI$Cal only
reports those transactions older than 60 days on its publicly available website. The judicial contract
law requires the Judicial Council to submit its semiannual report within roughly one month after the
end of the reporting period. Therefore, for example, on August 1, 2019, when the Judicial Council
published its report covering the period January 1, 2019, through June 30, 2019, the FI$Cal system
website would have been missing transactions for June 2019. Although those transactions would have
subsequently become available on the FI$Cal website after about 30 days, the Judicial Council did not
report them at the required time. We did not identify this issue in the two fiscal year 2017-18 reports
because the Judicial Council generated spreadsheets of the required data itself and posted them on its
own website.

Additionally, the Judicial Council did not always identify the Judicial Branch’s contract amendments

in its reports nor did it always include other required information. FI$Cal lacks a dedicated field to
identify whether a procurement is an original contract or an amendment, so Judicial Council staff
sometimes use the item description field to do so. Out of a selection of 15 procurements from the fiscal
year 2018—19 semiannual reports that we reviewed, four were contract amendments that the Judicial
Council did not identify as such. In these four instances, staft did not use the item description field

to identify the procurements as amendments. Similarly, we identified five instances in which the
Judicial Council did not include the duration of the contract amendments in the item description

field, and five instances in which it did not include the nature of the contract amendments. This
information was not included because the Judicial Council lacks sufficiently specific procedures

that instruct staff to enter required information into the item description field, so staff use this field
inconsistently. Consequently, there may be additional instances of missing information associated with
contract amendments.

Finally, for more than 500 contracts that Superior Court entities amended in each fiscal year we
reviewed, the Judicial Council did not identify the service or good provided. According to its director
of branch accounting and procurement, the Judicial Council identifies the service or good in its
reports only when an amendment changed the service or good provided. He also stated that he
believed the reason for this approach was that reviewers of the report would have the original contract
and it would be easier for them if the Judicial Council only updated this information when it changed.

Nonetheless, by not including the required information, the Judicial Council failed to provide

the Legislature with complete information within the statutorily required timelines to evaluate

key procurement activities of its Judicial Branch entities. For example, for procurements missing
information, a reviewer of the report may have difficulty evaluating whether it was appropriate

to amend a contract rather than obtain a new contract. After we brought this concern to the
Judicial Council’s attention, the principal manager of audit services said that he expects that

the Judicial Council will have further discussions with FI$Cal staft to address any findings resulting
from our work. Additionally, the director of branch accounting and procurement stated that, because
the Judicial Council developed special tables to create the Superior Court contract amendment
report, it will need to investigate how it could always include the Superior Courts’ information
related to the contracted service or good.

T The Judicial Branch adopted FI$Cal as its procurement and accounting system for all its non-Superior Court entities in fiscal year 2018-19.
Stakeholders can use the publicly available FI$Cal website to create lists of payments and contract amendments.
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The Judicial Council Did Not Always Follow Its Approval Policies When Procuring Goods and Services

The Judicial Council requires its staft to obtain approval from specific managers when executing
procurements with costs up to and greater than $500,000, while staff can also obtain approvals for
contracts with costs less than $500,000 from specific supervisors. The Judicial Council determined
the cost limit for these managers” and supervisors” approvals by evaluating the responsibilities of
their positions, the qualifications the Judicial Council expects individuals in those positions to hold,
and the consideration required to make appropriate decisions for procurements of different dollar
amounts. The Judicial Council established this policy even though the judicial contracting manual
does not specifically require it to.

We reviewed 40 procurements that the Judicial Council made from July 1, 2017, through

June 30, 2019. Of these, 10 were procurements for goods or services with costs greater than $500,000.
For five of these 10 higher-cost procurements, the Judicial Council staft obtained signatures from

one of two supervisors who were not authorized to approve procurements costing more than
$500,000. The costs of the procurements that the supervisors approved ranged from $572,000 to
$2.7 million and were for court-appointed legal counsel, software products, database maintenance,
and fees paid to a national organization related to state courts.

Without obtaining the appropriate approvals, the Judicial Council bypassed one of the controls
intended to reduce the risk of fraud and ensure the Judicial Council only procures appropriate goods
and services at the best value. When the Judicial Council procures goods or services without the
appropriate approvals, it increases the risk that the terms of those procurements may not be optimal
or that the procurements may be inappropriate. Further, when the Judicial Council’s staff do not
obtain approval for procurements from the appropriate individuals, it increases the possibility of
misuse of public funds. At our request, the principal manager over procurement, who could have
approved the five procurements we identified, reviewed those procurements and determined that he
would have approved them if Judicial Council staft had routed them to him.

The Judicial Council staff were able to procure the goods and services without appropriate approval
because the Judicial Council does not include a step in its procurement process to ensure that staft
obtain appropriate approvals. The Judicial Council acknowledged that the two supervisors who
approved the five procurements did not have sufficient signing authority to do so. According to the
principal manager of audit services, it was an error that the staff and supervisors did not obtain

the appropriate approvals that occurred because the Judicial Council had a vacancy in a mid-level
manager position at the time of the procurements. After we informed the Judicial Council of the
inappropriate approvals, the principal manager over procurement stated that he addressed the issue
by holding a discussion with supervisory staff to ensure that they clearly understood the approval
authority policy, and by sending an email to supervisory and management staff to remind them of the
policy and its location in the local manual.

Nevertheless, we question whether a discussion with staff and an email reminder will adequately
address the issue because we reported a similar finding in our 2017 audit. At that time, we found

that one of the Judicial Council’s contract supervisors who had approval authority limited to less

than $50,000 approved a procurement costing $345,000. Because of the potential consequences

of the Judicial Council’s staff procuring goods and services without the appropriate approvals, and
because we found additional instances that occurred during the period covered by this audit, the
Judicial Council should establish stronger controls to prevent this problem in the future. For example,
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the Judicial Council could require those individuals approving entries of procurements in FI$Cal
to verify that appropriate managers or supervisors approved the procurements and signed the
hard copy contracts.

Additionally, we determined that the supervisor’s improper approval of one of those five contracts
caused the Judicial Council to violate its legal requirement to notify the State Auditor of that
procurement. The judicial contract law requires the Judicial Council to notify the State Auditor in
writing within 10 business days each time it executes a contract with a cost greater than $1 million;
the law excludes I'T procurements that are subject to review and recommendations by the California
Department of Technology and certain construction contracts. However, the Judicial Council did
not notify the State Auditor within the required time frame of a $2.7 million contract for legal
representation in juvenile dependency proceedings. As we discuss previously, the supervisor who
approved that contract did not have authority to approve contracts with costs greater than $500,000.
That supervisor also failed to inform the contracts manager who typically sends the notices to the State
Auditor that the Judicial Council needed to do so.

Recommendations

To ensure that it complies with state law, maintains appropriate transparency, and provides the
Legislature with all legally required information regarding its contracting and procurements,
the Judicial Council should take the following actions by February 2020:

+ Develop and implement a method to include all of the non-Superior Court entities” information
required by the judicial contract law when submitting semiannual reports. For instance, if the
publicly available FI$Cal website does not provide all the required information, the Judicial
Council should implement an alternate reporting mechanism, such as providing summary
information from FI$Cal data not available to the public.

+ Establish a procedure that requires procurement staff to consistently include all necessary
information in FI$Cal when processing contract amendments.

+ Develop and implement a method to ensure that it includes in its reports all required contract
amendment information related to the Superior Courts.

To better limit the risk of inappropriate procurements and to ensure it procures goods and services
at the best value, the Judicial Council should immediately revise its procurement process to include
a final verification step to confirm that managers with appropriate signature authority approve

its procurements.
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We conducted this audit under the authority vested in the California State Auditor by Government
Code 8543 et seq. and according to generally accepted government auditing standards. Those
standards require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain sufficient, appropriate evidence to
provide a reasonable basis for our findings and conclusions based on our audit objectives specified in
the Scope and Methodology section of the report. We believe that the evidence obtained provides a
reasonable basis for our findings and conclusions based on our audit objectives.

Respectfully submitted,

Eloia 7). Hoeole

ELAINE M. HOWLE, CPA
California State Auditor

Date: December 19, 2019
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We conducted this audit according to the audit requirements contained in the contract code

section 19210, which is part of the judicial contract law. We also conducted this audit in accordance
with standards of the U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO), which we are statutorily
required to follow. The judicial contract law requires the State Auditor, upon legislative appropriation,
to perform biennial audits of the Judicial Council. The table lists the audit objectives we developed
and the methods we used to fulfill those objectives.

Audit Objectives and the Methods Used to Address Them

AUDIT OBJECTIVE METHOD

1

Determine whether the judicial contracting
manual is consistent with the requirements

set forth in the judicial contract law.

Determine whether the Judicial Council’s
local manual conforms to the judicial
contracting manual.

Assess the Judicial Council’s internal
controls over procurement practices and
then determine whether it complied
with those controls and other key
requirements—including requirements
related to competitive bidding and
sole-source contracting—when
completing its procurements.

Assess the Judicial Council’s internal
controls over payment practices and
determine whether the entity complied
with those controls.

Evaluate the Judicial Council’s contracts
to determine whether the Judicial Council
inappropriately split any contracts to
avoid necessary approval or competitive
bidding requirements.

+ Compiled revisions to the contract code, SAM, and SCM that occurred from July 1, 2017,
through June 30, 2019, and identified significant changes that impact the Judicial Council.

« Compared the significant changes we identified in the contract code, SAM, and SCM to the
judicial contracting manual and determined whether the judicial contracting manual is
consistent with requirements set forth in the judicial contract law. We did not identify any
reportable findings related to this objective.

Determined that the Judicial Council did not make any changes to its local manual and
verified that changes to the judicial contracting manual did not impact the local manual’s
compliance. We did not identify any reportable findings related to this objective.

+ Reviewed the judicial contracting manual, the Judicial Council’s local manual, and the Judicial
Council’s procedures and interviewed staff to assess the Judicial Council’s internal controls
over contracting and procurement.

Using data from the Judicial Council’s FI$Cal system and its previous Oracle system, identified
procurements from the period July 1, 2017, through June 30, 2019.

Judgmentally selected 40 of those procurements—15 agreements, 20 purchase orders,
and five contract amendments—and tested them for compliance with requirements of the
judicial contracting manual and the Judicial Council’s local manual, including requirements
concerning procurement approval, segregation of duties, competitive bidding, and other
key controls.

Reviewed the judicial contracting manual, the Judicial Council’s local manual, and the Judicial
Council's procedures and interviewed staff to assess the Judicial Council’s internal controls
over payments.

Selected one invoice payment from each of the 40 procurements we selected to address
Objective 3 and tested for compliance with requirements of the judicial contracting manual
and other procedure documents, including requirements concerning invoice approval, proper
authorizations, and segregation of duties.

Identified a provision of the judicial contracting manual that prohibits Judicial Branch entities
from splitting transactions costing more than $10,000 into multiple transactions costing less
than $10,000 to avoid competitive bidding requirements.

Using data from the Judicial Council’s FI$Cal system, identified vendors from which the
Judicial Branch made multiple procurements of less than $10,000 during the period

July 1,2017, through June 30, 2019.

Assessed procurement documentation to determine whether any of those multiple
procurements should have been a single competitively bid procurement. We did not identify
any reportable findings related to this objective.
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AUDIT OBJECTIVE METHOD

6 Assess the reliability of data used in the
Judicial Council’s semiannual reports
on Judicial Branch contracts and payments,
as necessary, for the purpose of establishing
testing selections.

Obtained data generated from the Judicial Council’s FI$Cal and previous Oracle systems used
in its semiannual reports for the period July 1, 2017, through June 30, 2019.

Haphazardly selected hard copy procurement files and searched for those procurements in
either the semiannual report listings or FI$Cal and Oracle systems to determine whether the
procurements appeared in the systems and were accurate.

Haphazardly selected payment invoices using the Judicial Council’s semiannual reports,
reviewed the hard copy invoice records related to each payment, and verified that the
amounts in the reports match the amounts on the invoices.

Performed this objective in accordance with generally accepted government auditing standards,
which we are statutorily required to follow.

Determined that these data are sufficiently reliable for the audit purpose of selecting
our testing items, and for relying on the information the Judicial Council provided in its
semiannual reports.

We did not identify any reportable findings related to this objective.

Source: Analysis of the judicial contract law, the State Auditor’s planning documents, and information and documentation identified in the table

column titled Method.
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Chair af the fudimai Cowni!

November 25, 2019

Ms. Elaine M. Howle, CPA®
California State Auditor

621 Capitol Mall, Suite 1200
Sacramento, California 95814

Dear Ms. Howle:

1 appreciate the opportunity to respond to your office’s statutory audit of the Judicial Council’s
procurement practices. The Judicial Council is committed to continual improvement and the
State Auditor’s office provides a valuable service through its biennial reviews. I am pleased your
report often concluded “no reportable findings” for many of your audit’s most important
objectives, These key conclusions—even though they are briefly discussed in the Scope and
Methodology section at the end of your report—confirm that our Judicial Branch Contracting
Manual and related procurement policies are consistent with state law. Overall, the limited
number of recommendations contained in your report—only two—is a positive reflection of the
hard work and professionalism of the Judicial Council’s contracting and procurement staff. I am
especially pleased your testing found no reportable issues with the following key procurement
practices of the Judicial Council:

[

Our advertising of significant procurements to maximize bidder participation,

¢ The solicitation methods we used (e.g., “Request for Quote” or “Request for Propesal™);
® The faimess and consistency of our bid-evaluation process to select the winning bidder;
¢ Our justifications for periodically engaging in noncompetilive procurements; and

e Our controls to prevent unlawful contract splitting that otherwise hinders compelition.

These procurement practices and related policies are core components of the Judicial Branch
Contracting Manual. Despite the overall positive results of your audit, the Judicial Council
recognizes the need for further improvement and will carefully consider your repott’s two

*  (alifornia State Auditor’s comment appears on page 14.
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California State Auditor
November 25, 2019
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recommendations. In the sections below, my staff provide additional detail and context on these
two 1s8ues.

Recommendation #1:

To ensure that it complies with state law, maintains appropriate transparency, and provides
the Legislature with all legally required information regarding its contracting and
procurements, the Judicial Council should take the following action by February 2020:

s Develop and implement a method to include all of the non-Superior Court entities’
information required by the judicial branch contract law when it submits its
semiannual reports. For instance, if the publicly available FISCal website does not
provitde alf the required information, the Judicial Council should implement an
allernative reporting mechanism, such as providing summary information from
FI$Cal data not available to the public.

s  Establish a procedure that requires its procurement staff to consistently include all
necessary information in FISCal when processing contract amendments.

e Develop and implement a method to ensure it includes in its reports all required
confract amendment information related to the Superior Courts.

Reporting accurate and complete procurement data is a priority for the Judicial Council, and we
will work with the Department of FI$Cal to explore opportunities to further refine cur reporting
practices. For context, the Judicial Council began using FI$Cal during fiscal year 2018-19 for its
accounting and procurement transactions. This implementation was a significant effort for the
Judicial Council’s stalT as it resulted in numerous changes to our internal policies and practices.
At the time we prepared our semiannual reports, staff were unaware of any delays between our
entry of payment data into FI$Cal and when that data would subsequently become availabie to
the public on FI$Cal’s website. Any under-reporting of our payments to vendors resulting from
this rainor delay—which the auditors ¢stimated o be between 30 to 60 days—was unintentional.

Notwithstanding this issuc, the Judicial Council’s reporting of its procurement and payment
activities on F1$Cal’s public website has significant benefits. Specifically, the FI$Cal website is
continually updated and the public no longer needs to wait an additional six months tc view the
council’s more recent transactions. For example, the Judicial Council’s most recent semiannual
report was due in August 2019, covering the period of January through June 2019. Today, the
public can see our payment transactions through August 2019 and thus no longer needs to wait
until February 2020 to see our more recent data from the first two months of fiscal vear 20619-20,

11
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Regardless, we understand the cstimated delays cited in the auditor’s finding are inconsistent
with state law.

The auditor’s draft report also discusses the misclassification of fowr contract amendments in our
semianiual report, noting these four were reported as contracts instead of contract amendments.
In a few cases, the auditors also noted the lack of additional information regarding the duration
and nature of these amendments. We acknowledge these unintentional omissions, More
importantly, we appreciate the auditor’s explanation that “FI$Cal lacks a dedicated field to
identify whether an entry is an amendment, so Judicial Council staff typically use the item
description field {within FI$Cal] to identify amendments.” With our transition to FI$Cal, staff
have songht to identify ways in which they can use FI$Cal to meet our reporting obligations, In
the few cases noted by the auditors, Judicial Council staft did not enter this data—as they have
done for other contracts—and we will examine ways to improve our consistency in providing
this information, Given the state’s significant investment in FI$Cal and the desire for greater
transparency and timeliness, legislative changes may be necessary to better align the statutorily
mandated reporting requirements with FI$Cal’s functional capabilities. Judicial Council staff
will keep these issues in mind during its discussions with FI$Cal and as we determine the
appropriate next steps when developing our corrective action plan.

Finally, the audit report concludes the Judicial Council did not disclose the goods or services
pertaining to roughly 500 confract amendments each year. The auditor’s report accurately
discloses that we provide this information when reporting the original contract or when a
subsequent amendment changes the good or service provided. However, contract amendinents
that do not change the goods or services procured will not result in the information cited by the
auditors in their finding. We will examine the programming costs necessary 1o compile the
missing information and we will have further information at our 60-day, six-month, and one-year
updates on the audit.

Recommendation #2

7o better limit the risk of inappraepriate procurements or that it will not procure goods and
services at the best value, the Judicial Council should immediately revise its procurement
process to include a final verification step to confirin that managers with appropriate
signature authority approve its procurements.

The audit report cites five instances when a supervisor approved a purchasc order or contract that
exceeded his or her signing authority. In one of these five instances, a result of the improper
approval was the under-reporting of a single contract to the State Auditor’s office. We
acknowledge the wrong individuals executed these five agreements and our management team
has counseled all supervisors regarding their approval anthorities. Qur management team will

12
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also consider the meriis of developing additional controls—as recommended by the auditor—to
the extent they are likely to reduce similar approval issues in the future.

Notwithstanding the wrong individuals approved these five agreements, it is important to note
the State Auditor’s report did not otherwise question the merits of these transactions or conclude
they were improper. Among the procurements cited in the auditor’s finding werc a contract for
court-appointed juvenile dependency counsel; a purchase order for branchwide software licenses
under an earlier agreement from 2005; and a purchasc order to pay dues to the National Center
for State Courts, a nationally recognized nonprofit organization focused on improving judicial
administration. As noted in the auditor’s report, senior management within the Judicial Council’s
procurement office reviewed each of these five transactions—when brought to our attention by
the audit team—and concluded each would have been approved if properly routed. Nevertheless,
we agree with the auditor’s finding.

With these comments and clarifications in mind, I would like to thank the audit team for their
contributions toward helping the Judicial Council further improve its procurement practices.
Should you have any questions regarding this response, please contact Grant Parks, Principal
Manager, Audit Services, at (916) 263-1321.

Sincerely,

A Jf et Dl wel ¥

Millicent Tidwell
Chief Deputy Director
Judicial Council

MT/gp
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COMMENT

California State Auditor’s Comment on the Response From the Judicial Council of California

To provide clarity and perspective, we are commenting on the Judicial Council’s response to our
audit. The number below corresponds to the number we have placed in the margin of the Judicial
Council’s response.

(D The Judicial Council’s comment that its staff were unaware at the time it prepared the
semiannual report of any delays between its entry of payment data into FI$Cal and when that
data would subsequently become available to the public appears to be incorrect. In each of its
semiannual reports for fiscal year 2018-19, the Judicial Council informed the reports’ users
that they can see all procurement transactions and historical payment data older than 6o days
on FI$Cal’s website.

14
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